does not arise. The deprivation of the people of their leaders
you may consider "our fortune". I consider it a misfortune of
the first magnitude for all concerned. I wish to repudiate no-
thing of what I have done or intended. I have no sense of
repentance, for I have no sense of having done any wrong to
any person. I have stated times without number that I detest
violence in any shape or form. But I can give no opinion about
things of which I have no first-hand knowledge. I never asked
for permission to consult the Congress Working Committee to
enable me to dissociate myself from violence. I asked for per-
mission to see them, if I was expected to make any proposals
on behalf of the Committee. I cannot cancel the Congress
rebellion which is of a purely non-violent character. I am
proud of it. I have no reparation to make, for I have no con-
sciousness of guilt. And there can be no question of assurances
for the future, when I hold myself guiltless. The question of
re-entering the public life of the country.or being received by
Government and society as a good citizen does not arise. I am
quite content to remain a prisoner. I have never thrust myself
on the public life of the country or on the Government. I am
but a humble servant of India. The only certificate I need is a
certificate from the inner voice. I hope you realize that you
gave your audience not facts but your opinions framed in anger.
To conclude, why have I written this letter? Not to answer
your anger with anger. I have written it in the hope that you
may read the sincerity behind my own words. I never despair
of converting any person even an official of the hardest type.
General Smuts was converted or say reconciled as he declared
in his speech introducing the bill giving relief in terms of the
^settlement arrived at between him and me in 1914. That he
4%as not fulfilled my hope or that of the Indian settlers which
the settlement had inspired is a sad story, but it is irrelevant
to the present purpose. I can multiply such recollections. I claim
no credit for these conversions or reconciliations. They were
wholly due to the working of truth and non-violence expressing
themselves through me. I subscribe to the belief or the philo-
sophy that all life in its essence is one, and that the humans
are working consciously or unconsciously towards the realiza-
tion of that identity. This belief requires a living faith in a
living God who is the ultimate arbiter of our fate. Without Him
not a blade of grass moves. My belief requires me not to
despair even of converting you though your speech warrants no
such hope. If God has willed it He may put power in some word
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